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Day and Night n Halakha

1. Pesah Time - Torah

Ex. 1:6-18

They should slaughter it... between the eves... they shall
eat the meat on this night... leave nothing for the
morning... this day shall be commemorated...

Deut. 16:6

There you shall slaughter the Pesah in the evening, as the
sun sets, the time of your exodus from Egypt.

Ex. 12:29-37

At midnight God struck all the firstborn of Egypt...
Pharaoh got up at night... he called Moshe and Aharon at
night and said, get up, leave my nation... Bene Israel
traveled from Ramses to Sukkot.
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2. Pesah Time — Midrash Halakha

Sifre, Ex. Re’eh 133

R. Eliezer says: in the evening you slaughter, as the sun
sets you eat, at the time of your exodus from Egypt you
burn.

R. Akiva says: in the evening you slaughter, as the sun
sets you eat, until when? — until the time of your exodus
from Egypt.

A different way: the time of your exodus from Egypt — is
for its slaughter, as the sun sets - for roasting it, in the
evening — for eating it.
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3. Shema Time — Morning: B. Berakhot, 9:2

Mishna: from what time can one read Shema in the
morning? From the time he can distinguish between
Tekhelet and white.

R. Eliezer says, between Tekhelet and green...

Gemara: what is “between Tekhelet and white”? if it
refers to spools of wool, this is distinguishable even at
night?

rather say, between the Tekhelet and white of the Tzitzit
itself.
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R. Meir says, from the time one can distinguish between
a wolf and a dog.

R. Akiva says, [from the time one can distinguish]
between a domesticated and a wild donkey.

Others say, from the time one sees his friend and
recognize him from four cubits away.
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4. Shema Time - Night: B. Berakhot, 2:1-2

Mishna: from what time can one read Shema in the
evening — from the time the Cohanim come in to eat
Terumah

Gemara: There is a contradiction — [it says] from the time
a poor man comes in to eat bread and salt.

[answer:] the time of the Cohen and the poor man is the
same.

There is a contradiction: [it says] ...from the time people
come in to eat bread on Friday nights, according to R.
Metir.

The sages say, from the time the Cohanim are entitled to
eat Terumah, and the sign for it is that the stars come out.
Though there is no proof, there is a remnant, as it says:
we were working, with half the people holding spears,
from the break of dawn until the stars came out.

And it says: our night was [dedicated] to guarding and
the day to work.

There is a contradiction: [it says] ...from the time the day
is Kadosh on Friday nights, according to R. Eliezer.

R. Yehoshua says, from the time the Cohanim are pure
and [can] eat Terumah.

R. Meir says, from the time the Cohanim bathe to be able
to eat Terumabh...

R. Hanina says, from the time a poor man comes in to eat
bread and salt.

R. Ahai, or R. Aha, says, from the time most people
come in to incline...
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We said previously that R. Yehudah challenged [R. Meir]
saying that Cohanim bathe when it is still day. Itis a
good argument!

This is what R. Meir will answer: do you think [ am
referring to your Ben HaShemasot [between the suns]?

I am referring to that of R. Yose who says: Ben
HaShemashot is a blink of an eye, one comes in and one
comes out and you cannot distinguish between them.
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5. Ben HaShemashot - Between the suns: 25 times in Tannaitic literature, not once defined.

B. Shabbat, 20:2:

The Rabbis taught: what is Ben HaShemashot? from the
time the sun sets, as long as the eastern horizon reddens,
[when] the lower one turns silver/white but not the upper
one, it is Ben HaShemashot

When the upper one turns silver/white and is like the
lower one — it is night, according to R. Yehuda.

R. Nehemiah says, the time it takes to walk, after sunset,
half a mill (approx. 500m).

R. Yose says, Ben HaShemashot is a blink of an eye, one
comes in and one comes out and you cannot distinguish
between them.

B. Shabbat 35:1-2:

It was said, what is the measure of Ben HaShemashot?
Rabbah said in the name of Rav Yehudah who said in the
name of Shemuel: three parts of a mill... three quarters of
a mill.

Rav Yosef said in the name of Rav Yehudah who said in
the name of Shemuel: two parts of a mill... two thirds of
a mill.

Abaye saw that Rava was watching the western horizon.
He told him: we have learned that it depends on the
reddening of the eastern horizon?

He said: do you think it means the actual eastern horizon?
No, it means the horizon which reddens the East.

Rabbi Nehemiah says, the time it takes a person to walk
from the time the sun sets for half a mill.

Rabbi Hanina said, if you want to know the measure of
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Rabbi Nehemiah, leave the sun at the top of Carmel, go
down to the sea, bathe, and come out. This is the measure
of Rabbi Nehemiah.

We learned similarly: one star — day, two - Ben
HaShemashot, three — night.

Rabbi Yose said, not big stars which can be seen during
the day, and not small stars which can be seen only at
night, but rather medium ones. ..

Rava told his butler: you [people] who don't know the
measurements given by the rabbis, [should] light the
candles while the sun is still on top of the palms.

What should one do on a cloudy day?

In the city, watch for roosters [sitting on fences].

in the field watch for crows [sitting on tree branches],

or you could look for plants [which turn towards the sun]

Y. Berakhot 1:1:

This [measure of Rabbi Nehemiah] refers to one who
takes the shortcut, but not to one who takes the
highway...

What is Ben HaShemashot? Rabbi Tanhuma said, it is
like a drop of blood on the tip of the sword, when it splits
this is Ben HaShemashot.
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6. Confusion: Berakhot 27:2

Once the sky became cloudy. People thought it was dark,
so0, they prayed Arvit of Motzae Shabbat, but then the
clouds dispersed, and the sun appeared.
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7. The “Truth”: M. Megilah 2:4

One cannot read the megillah, or circumcise, or bathe, or
sprinkle [the water of the red heifer], also, a woman who
counts a day for a day, should not bathe until sunrise.
However, if any of those was performed after the break
of dawn, it is kosher.
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